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The Associated Professors of
S5t« Mary's Semiunary of Balti-
more City.

1806~1808
Maximillian Godefroy.
Mr. Weiss-

Excellent. - the size of the Chapel
remains almost as it was originally.

Ho tower was erected till 1840 when
Robert Carey Long built the one that
stood until 1915. It was then found
usafe and razed.

In 1861 a large Crucifix was removed
from the rear wall t0 make way for

the semi-circular Shrine of the Vir-
gine At the same time, when the pub-
li¢c was no longer admitted to worship,
the Communion Rail and the Pulpit were
removed.

The original alitar was replaced in 1842
by the present marble altar whleh was
designed by Robert Carey Long, the
Architect. 1In 1916 the alt&r was mov-
ed nearer the Shrine of the Virgin %o
make 8 larger Sanciuary and the wooden
choir stalls and the tester over the
altar were installed under the direction
of Mr. Wilfred E. Anthony of New York.
At that time, the present black and
white tile floor was laid.

Originally the approacih to the Chapel
was from the West, from Pennsylvania
Ave. through a small enclosed court.
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MATERIALS OF CONSTRUCTION

OTHER BXISTIRG RECORDS

Briek exterlor walls trimmed
with moulded brick and Aquia
CreeXx stone.

Wooden roof and floor construc-
tion. The Interior Columns are
entirelgho . ood. The Interior
plaster and Wood columns are
riehly painted, gray, dlack and
white, red and gold. The plas-
ter vaulting is blue. The Testsr
gold.

The principal facade has been
painted gray, but the red bricks
show now tharough the worn palnt.

The roof is of slate.

The Architect's Drawings In the
Maryland Historical Society, Balti-
HoTe .

Magazine of the Maryland Historical
Society, Vol. XXIX N¥o. 1, pages 1-20
March 1934:

"The Sulpicians in the
United 3tates" by Charles G. Herber-
mann, New York 19lo.

"*The Architect of S5t.
Mary's Chapel™ by Father Boyer, S.5.
published in "THE VOICE", Baltimore
May 1933, page 13.

"St. Mary's Chapel of
the Olden Times", by Father Hewit,
published in “THE VOICE", January
1930, page 21.
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HISTORICAL DATA:

The 27th. day of February, 1785 marks the birthday of
the Organized Roman Catholic Church of the United States, for on
that day the Reverend John Carroll of Baltimore accepted the ap-
rointment by Pope Pius VI to the office of Superior of the Mission
of the Thirteen United States.

4t that time the Catholic Laity of Maryland oonsisted of
some 15,000 and that of Pennsylvania 7,000 souls, New York was esti-
mated to heve about 1,500 Catholics. In 81l the United States, they
did not probably exceed 25,000. There werse about 25 priests, of whom
nineteen were in Maryland.

As early as 1786 and 1787, the Reverend Mr. Carroll ex-
pressed his conviction that it was necessary to establish a seminary
of the tpaining of priests in the United States. On November &, 1789
the Pope appointed the Rev. Mr. Carroll bishop of the newly created
See of Baltimore and at the same time charged him with the duty to
é¢stablish a seminary in the new dioccese. To that end Bishop Carroll
sought tne help and advice of the Very Rev. James Andrew Emery, Hinth
Superior General of 3t. Sulpice in Paris.

In due course he selected to be head of the new seminary,
Pather Francis Charles Nagot, fifty-seven yeurs of age, and for many
years connected with the Paris Seminary. Before becoming a dirsctor
there he had been professor of Theology and head of the School of
Philosophy. Those selected to accompany Father Nagot were: Rev. M.
(rarnier, a linguist, twenty-nine years of age, Profeasor of Theology
at Lyon; Rev. M. Levadoux, director of the seminary at Bourges; and
the Rev. M, Tessier, a native of Angers, thirty-two yezrs of age and
for two years professor at the seminary of Viviers. Another pricst
accompanied the Sulpiclans, the Very Rev. Canon Delavau of Tours and
five young Levites, all speaking English. They were provided with the
necessary sacred vessels, vestments & books, and about 130,000 francs
were put at their disposal for the establishment of the new seminary.

"The priests of St. Sulpice sent to found 2 seminary at Bal-
timore," wrote M. Emery, "will endsavor, above all things, to be in- |
spired by the loftlest ideal of their vocation. They will bezr in
mind that their seminary is the first and will be for a long time the
only institution o¢f the kind in the United States of Amerioa, taast it
is intended to educate in this seminary all the apostolic laborers who
in the designs of Providence are destined to strengthen Catholics in
their faith, to bring back heretics to the bosom of ths Church, to bear
the light of the Gospel to the Redskins; in a word, to spread the king-
dom of Christ and His Church in a countyy much larger than the whole of
Europe o7
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They embarked on Adpril 8, 1791 at St. Malo, Among their
félilow-paesengers wae the celsbrated Chateaudriand, at that time a
young man of twenty yoars, for whom the Sulpicians were said to have
had no charm. Their voyage lasted three months and two days.

Millagot lost no time in finding a home for himself and his
brethern. He chose the place where the Seminary is still located on
Paca Street, wnich in 17%0 was occupied by a publio house calied"Qne
Mile Pavern." This he at first leased but enortly atter, {Oct. 21,1791)
bought for 850 pounds. First Mass was celebrated in the chapel four
days after moving and ¢n the Srd. of October the regular work of the
Seminary was begun.

For some years the affairs of the Seminary languished. ¥No
native youths Jjoined the Seminariane sent from France. Ths priests
turned to other activities and even established two parishes within the
seminary, one being for colored people. Hot until 1800 was the first
American born student ralsed to the Priesthcod from Ste Mary's. M. Nagot
remained at the nead of the seminary until 1810 and it was during the
last years of his office tnat the building of the chapel was accomplished.

"At present St. Mary's Seminary is centrally located in the
city of Baltimore; the site is triangular in form and contains about six
acres. Its Bront, facingcast, is on Paca Street, north of Franklin
Street, The truncated nortn end cof this triangle, much the shortest sida
of itne whole, is on Druid Hill 4dvenue. Tae longzest side, on the west, is
on 3t. Mary's Street, extending from Druid Hill Avenue on the north to
near Pennsylvania Avenue on the south. Excepting that portion of the sem-
inary directly in front of the centre wing the grounds »re enclosed by 2
high brick wall. There are a number of fine 0ld trees on the premises.

"The central building sete back about sixty feet from Paca Street,
pcecupying from south to north abpout the middle of the lot on the street
line., On the lowser or south end of the lot stancs the old chapel, begun
in 1806 and finished »nd dedicated on June 16, 1808. At the extreme north,
on Druid Hill Avenue, a portion of the lot is consecrated =2s o burial
ground, and nere repose the remains of the SBulpiciansFathers, the forerun-
ners of the present faculty, each grave mound marxed by a2 simple cross of
gast-iron, on & central part of which are inscribed their respective names

and dates.

'(Near the extrems south end of the plot and facing west is the
old cnapel, a building of sbout fifty feet front and eighty~five feet in
septhe It was designed by Maximillian Godefrcy, sn architect of consider-
able note in his day, but much better versed in the Classic tham in the
Gothic style. He has hers combined the two styles and sghieved a not un-
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pleasing biit truly qualnt srchitectural design. It ia built of
brick with trimmings of Acquia Creek sandstone. Fancifully moul-
ded bricks are used in some of the clustered columned shafts and

in the architraves of all the outer door and window openings.

This is probably the earliest instance of the use in the United
3tates of vitrified c¢lasy for this species of ornamentation. 4

high stone stoop leads up to the vestibhle of the chapel. The

body of the chapel is ddvided by z row of columns into 2 neve and
two very narrow side sisles. '"he alsles are vaunlted, the nave hav-
ing a depressed barrel vault, while both vaults, are groined and
ribbed. The sanctuary 1is fairly large and ocontains a fine wnite
marble altar. The various windows throughout have leaded and fi-
gured stained glass of fair workmanship. There is a large sacris-
ty north of the sanctuary; a similar sacristy to the south has been
transformed into a lLourdes grotto. Over the west end of the chapel
and over the vestibule, tnere are an organ loft and gallery.”

Puring the summer of 1916 the chapel was completely re~
furnished and redecorated. The scneme of decoration follows that
commonly found in the fifteenth Century in France, Germany and Eng-
lands As the chapel is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, blue
is extensively used. The altar was remcdeled and set bask into the
apse. 4 tester (the Gothic development of the baldacchino}, said
to be the first of its wind in Americe, is suspended from the vault.
The fioor of the choir and sanctuery has beén laid with tile, the

ccapacity of the former is greatly ldereased and much added space is
gained for the latter also. The whole choir is enclosed in screens
of oak, according to the ancient custom. The work was designed by
and carried out under the direction of Mr. Wilfrid Edwards Anthon;-
of New York. A. B.

In addition to the Chapel at St. Mary's Godefroy designed
in Baltimore the "Battle Monument" on Calvert Street between the
Court House and the Post 0ffice, which cormemorates the Battle of
North Point during tne war of 1812, and the Unitarian Church at the
Horth west corner of Charles and Pranklin 3treets. ¥ach monument
based on ¢lassic tradition is marked by great refinement znd the dis-
tinction of 1ts design. Godefroy alsc designed the Masonic Hell, a
building later purchased by the ¢city for a 8ourt House, but now no
longer standing.

"Maximiilian Godefroy hagd a varied and trying cxisténge.
He was an officer of the General Staff {(Etat ¥ajor) under the old
French mongrchy. He served in the 18th regiment of infantry and
saw service when the allies first invaded France in crder tc save
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the monarchy. He lost a brother in the Vendean wars, and he may have
taken part in tuem himself. Later on, owing to his outspoken denunci-
ation of autocratid measures, he was impriscned at Bellegarde, on the
Spanish frontler.

"o was treated kindly by the commandant of the place, so kind-
ly in fact that he managed to escape and cross the frontier. When he
learned, however, that the Intemdant was in trouble, owing to his flight,
he surrendered. Napcleon pralsed his noble conduct and Invited him to
enter his service. Godefroy refused and was confined in the Chateau 4'lf.
He was llberated on condition that he would leave France.

. He salled for the United States, with letters of recommendaticn
to Madison from Theophile Casenove, dated January 5, 1805. He repaired
to Philadelphia to meet Madison snd to present Casenove's letter to him.
The French element in Philadelphiz, M. Volozan in particular, befriended
him. The Rev. W. Dubourg had offered ¥. Volozan the teaching of design at
3t. Bary's College. Volozan warmly recormended Godefroy for this office
and by the end of Fovember he was on his way to Baltimore.

“Soon after nis arrival he must have drawa tne Plsns of the Sem~
inary Chapel, since the frundations of it were begun May 17, 18056. 'The
work was carried on actively and Latrobe, the architect, corgratulated
him on the completion of it, at a time when his own plans of the Cathedral
must have been as yet in an embryonlc stage. On June 1d, 1808, Bishop
Carroll biesssed tae Chapel; 1t was only in 1821 that Archbishop Marechal
blessed the Baltimore Cafhedral.

“ Godefroy entertained the hope that his military talent and ex-
perlence might secure for nim employment by the United States Government.
He wrote to President Jefferson (Janmusry, 1805) to that effect and in
March he tells Madison that he has received no answer. By that time he
had probably written "Military Reflecticns on Four Modes of Defenee for
the United Stutes....hy Max xxx, ex-¢fficer «f the Etat Major c¢f S.M.T.C.
Prenslated by Eliza Anderson. The work was published ia Baltimore, and
printed by Josepn Rebinscn in 1807. Bui his expectations were not realized.
s At the declaration of wzr with England, the architect H., B. la-
trobe wrote to the President of the United States suggesting that tae tal-
ent and experience of Godefroy might be valuable during the struggle. The
answer was: "We will not and cannot employ foreigners.” Howsw¥ey, when
Bgltimore was threatened by the English, Genersl Samuel 3mith accepted his
services. Godefrpy states that the title of Colonel of the United States
Army was granted to him.
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“In 1816, during the summer, he was at Richmond, where his
plans for a bank and for the ornamentation around the Court House
were carried out under his supervision.

“ Notwithstanding his talents and activity, Godefroy was
‘aver in financial straits. In 1819, discouraged, he resolved to
leave the United States. 4s his wife, & daugnter of Dr. Crawford,
was English by birth, he hoped for better prospects in England.
He sailed on the Ceres with his wife and step-daughter, Eliga An-
derson. Yellow fever broke out on the Ceres and Eliza was taken
down with it. She and her parents were put in a boat and laanded
on the cosst. Eliza died iIn a hut, the only shelter that could be
found. )

! Godefroy and his wife, however, departed for England.
They must have met friends in London. DSeveral years were spent in
England, where Godefroy did some artistic work. In 1827 they moved
to France. In Paris they were befriended by the Trigant family.
Theodore Trigant, who had been graduated by St. Mary's College in
1806, must have had Godefrcy as his teacher.

' Godefroy obtained the title of King's Architect and & small
pension, which wes paid only up to 1830. Finally he secured the posi-
tion of Architect for the Department of Mayenne, and took up residence
at Laval. Mrs. Godefroy died there in 1839.

4 pupil of his who had been graduated at St. Mary's College
in 1813, Mr. Ebenczer Jackson of Savannah, became much attached to
Godefroy. In a journsy to France he sought out his former master;
finding him at Laval, he brought him to Paris, and purchased from him
a picture which he had drawn during his oaptivity at Isle d4'If, In
making it he had had for color only the scot of the stove, but later on
he improved it with sepia. In it he represented Charles XII of Sweden
at the battle of Pultowa. The pisture is still treasured by Miss Jack-
son, o daughter of Ebenezer Jackson, who lives at Middletown, Connecti-
cuted

A disciple of Godefrcy, who was graduated in 1816, Thomas
Middleton, has left several works of art. The Jeminary has a book-
let with his first attempts at drawing.

Architect Latrobe sent twe Italian artists who at\that time,
the year 1808, were working for him on the U.5. Capitel, Monzong and
Franzini, to assist Godefroy in the decorationsof the interior.

L \’ ),‘. i

I
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_ The Chapel was dedicated with Bishop Carroll, soon after
to be appointed srchbishop, officiating. XEver since, it has been
used for divine worship. Many ordinations have taken place within
the Chapel, tne ordinating Prelates being all the Archbisheops of
Baltimore from Jonn Carroll to his Tmminence James, Cardinal Gib-
bons, and other Prelates of the Roman Catholic Church.

Archbishop Carroll's remains rested in a erypt under the
eanctuary from 1815 to December 3, 1824 when they were removed to the
Baltimore Cathedral. 4t the present time the remains of the Rev.
Francis Charies Nagot, founder of the seminary rest under the sanc-
tuary» '

These inscriptions are placed on the cutside of the Chapel,
2 few feet above the pavement on the rear principal axis:

-=0Q0~-
Carolus Franciecus Nagot, Semil $.5. 118 Syupt
Cultu 832° Buon?®, humilitate, zelo domus Dei et cleri praestans

==0Q0~~
Jhammes Tessier, Semii3.$. 29S. Supf
indole simplicissimus, consilic sapientissomus.

-=0Q g~~
Franciscus Thomme, SemiS.5. 44Ssup.
Jemper sibi conetane, ¢isciplinae tenax, in formandis
¢lericis indefessue

=~000--
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This inseription ocours in the floor of the sanctuary immediately
in frout of the alter.

¥olg

Hic Jacet
Franciscus Carolus Hagot,
Primus Seminarii Baltim. Superior;
Natus Turonibus in Gallisa '
20 Aprilis 1734;
Obiit 9 Aprilis 181s6,
Bxpectans beatam spem :
Et adventum gloriae magni Dei.
Miseremini mei. Miseremini mel,
Saltem vos, Amici mei.
R. It PO

Over the principal entrance cut in a stone panel is:

2The Lord is in his Holy Temple,
Let all the Earth keep 3Jilence before Him'.



